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Highlight: “Repent…ASAP!” 

“Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be 
able.” Luke 13:24 

I love to see Godly connections to certain situations, and I believe God often uses our own life 
experiences to get our attention and remind us to focus on Him. When Pastor Scott asked me to 
read this 13th chapter of Luke and look for a verse that stood out to me, I was a bit intimidated. I 
wondered how I would determine the one verse that impacted me. But as I read each verse and 
finally came to verse 24 I knew God was ‘winking’ at me as if to say, “This is it”. She’s been with 
Jesus for 63 years now, but I was blessed to have a Godly grandmother whose mission in life was to 
be sure all of her grandchildren knew Jesus. Luke 13:24 was one she often quoted to me…I just 
didn’t remember the ‘Biblical Address’ of her favorite verse. But then there it was, and I actually 
shivered when I knew God had planned this for me in advance. 

The Gospel of Luke is traditionally attributed to Luke, who is described as a physician and a 
traveling companion of Paul. Luke is writing to Theopolis to give a reliable, historical account of 
Jesus’s mission. It’s uncertain who Theopolis actually was but there are some theories as to who 
’he’ might have been. The name itself means "friend of God" or "loved by God," which has led some 
to suggest it was just a generic name for any believer. However, he could have been a person of 
wealth, social standing, or other authority who could be a positive influence on public opinion. 
Another thought is that Luke states he is writing so that Theophilus "may know the certainty of the 
things he had been taught orally" (Luke 1:4). This implies Theophilus had received some instruction 
in Christianity and was seeking a more thorough, verified account. 

Luke is also writing (speaking) to both Christian Gentiles and Jews. The word ‘strive’ is a keyword in 
this verse. It means to try your hardest…even if the path is all uphill, don’t give up, keep going, never 
quit. Listen to what Jesus is saying…He is actually giving a warning for His followers imploring them 
to REPENT. 

Explain: 

Prior to verse 24, in verse 23 someone asked Jesus if only a few would be saved. Jesus’s response is 
“Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be 
able.”Following this in verse 25, Jesus further states,“The owner of the door will get up and close it. 
You will plead to no avail for him to open it.” 

We must make every effort or ‘strive’ to stay on this narrow path by living for Jesus, witnessing to 
others, repenting for our sins. As we do this He will lead us safely through that narrow door. We 
must not put off developing our ongoing relationship with Jesus and always be striving to reach this 
narrow door…it  will not be open forever.  

The Holy Spirit included this verse for us today as a lesson, a warning, and for me personally, as a 
gentle, intimate reminder of my grandmother.  

Apply:  



We can apply this verse by living for Jesus with urgency, by being aware of our constant need to 
repent for our sins, always giving our thankfulness to God for the blessings He gives us daily, and 
thanking Him for the gift of the ever-present guidance of His Holy Spirit.  

Salvation means believing that Jesus gave His life to save us, and repenting for our sins. Though we 
fight Satan every day, the good news is we don’t fight alone because the Holy Spirit is always right 
there fighting for us. 

Respond:  

I want to “Strive” to live my life with my reliance and trust in Him as my constant  guide, so that this 
life He gives me is pleasing to Him. I know I must be vigilant and keep my foot in that narrow door! 

Dear Jesus, I thank you for a loving grandmother who made sure I knew Jesus. Thank you Lord for 
loving me even though I’m unworthy of the grace you offer me. Thank you for the sacrifice of Your 
Son, and the gift of Your Holy Spirit who helps me when life on this side of heaven is difficult. Your 
Spirit lifts me up and whispers to my trembling heart, reminding me of Your steadfast love for 
me. Amen 

 


