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Highlight 

Jesus went on to tell the people this parable:  A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some farmers and 
went away for a long time.  At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him 
some of the fruit of the vineyard.   

Luke 20:9-10a 

Explain 

Jesus told this parable of the Wicked Tenants while he was in the temple courts speaking to the Jewish 
leaders.   In the parable, a man planted a vineyard then gave responsibility of raising the grapes to some 
farmers while he left town.  After a long time, the vineyard owner sent his servant to retrieve some of 
the fruit that had been produced.    

Apply 

The overall parable is interpreted as a rebuke of the Jewish leaders.  But looking at the first couple of 
verses from a more personal level, I ask myself, what fruit do I produce and what fruit would be 
available to give the man/vineyard owner/God?   

Will God find that I have produced rotten fruit like those listed in Galatians 5:19-21 – envy, jealousy, 
quarreling, anger, dissension, idolatry?   Or will he find good fruit in my life?  In Galatians 5:22-23, we 
are told that when the Holy Spirit lives in us, we produce fruits of the spirit like love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Am I allowing the Holy Spirit to 
produce this fruit in me that is found in Jesus?  Am I cooperating with the Spirit? 

Respond 

Dear heavenly Father, 

I want to be like Jesus.  Please help me.  I want to allow the Holy Spirit to control my life so that I will 
have fruit that is pleasing to you.  I want to join my life to you.  I want to know you, love you, and live for 
you.  I pray that you will see the by-products of a Spirit-filled life in me.  Amen. 


