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ON THE HILL

James Chapters 2-5

James 2: This chapter warns against showing favoritism to the wealthy and
emphasizes that a person's faith is empty and dead if it is not accompanied by
active, tangible good works. It highlights Abraham and Rahab as historic examples
of individuals whose righteousness was proved through their faithful actions.

James 3: The author cautions that the tongue, though small, is capable of
corrupting the whole body causing immense destruction. Believers are urged to
tame their speech and seek heavenly wisdom, which is defined by peace,
gentleness, and sincerity rather than bitter jealousy.

James 4: Christians are rebuked for worldly passions, pride, and judging one
another, which leads to internal fighting and hostility toward God. Humble
submission to God, resisting the devil, and recognizing that planning the future
without considering God’s will is arrogant.

James 5: Rich oppressors are harshly warned of coming judgment for exploiting
laborers and hoarding wealth during difficult times. The chapter concludes by
encouraging the faithful to practice patient endurance, offer heartfelt prayers for
the sick, and restore wandering believers to the truth.

1 Peter Chapters 1-3

1 Peter 1: The apostle offers praise to God for a living hope and a permanent
heavenly inheritance made secure through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Believers are comforted that their brief trials test and purify their faith, and they
are commanded to live holy lives set apart from their former desires.

1 Peter 2: Christians are described as living stones being built into a spiritual
house and a royal priesthood dedicated to God. To honor this calling, they are
instructed to abstain from sinful desires and submit respectfully to civil authorities
and masters, following Christ’s example of suffering without retaliation.

1 Peter 3: Wives and husbands are given specific instructions on how to treat one
another with honor, respect, and shared spiritual devotion. The chapter concludes
by urging all believers to maintain unity, answer skeptics with gentleness, and

recognize that suffering for doing good aligns them with Christ’s ultimate sacrifice.
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This Week's Reflections

What is God saying? How will I respond?
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